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Algonkian Elementary 
20196 Carter Court ▪ Sterling, Virginia 20165  

▪ Telephone 571.434.3240   Fax 703.444.1917  

▪ Absentee Line 571.434.3241 

website: http://www.lcps.org/algonkian                                           

Principal:  Mr. Brian Blubaugh                  Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Gayle Cowden                                    

Assistant Principal:  Ms. Karen Shields    Attendance Secretary:  Mrs. Gail Farrar 

Principal Update 

DEAR ALGONKIAN PARENTS,  

We have a busy month in November as we celebrate American Education 
Week.  Each grade level will have an activity during the week that parents 
are invited to participate.  

Please join us this Friday for our Veteran’s Day Assembly. This is a          
community event for all families to attend. The assembly will start at 9:00 
AM. 

On Wednesday, November 16 we will have fall portrait make up pictures. 
This is for students who were not here doing picture day or students who 
need their picture retaken.  

We have two night events coming up that are for the entire Algonkian            
community. On Thursday, November 17 will be our annual Reading Under 
the Stars. You can wear your pajamas and bring a pillow to listen to staff 
members and others form the community read some of their favorite stories.  

On Friday, November 18 we will have our 3rd annual International Night. 
Please join us to celebrate the different cultures of Algonkian Elementary. 
There will be performances and food tasting. We look forward to seeing you 
there.  

Impact Aid cards went home last week. All cards need to be returned. 
Loudoun County receives money for those families working on Federal  
Property. Please return the card regardless of your workplace.  

This month students are participating in the 1,000 ticket challenge. If the 
students earn 1,000 golden bobcat tickets before November 21, they will 
earn a PBIS assembly. The assembly will be our annual Turkey bowl. This is 
a unique football game between students and staff. The Turkey Bowl will 
take place on November 22 at 1:15 PM.  

Have a great month and Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Brian Blubaugh 

Principal 

UPCOMING DATES 

11/14-11/18   American Education Week 

11/11 Veteran’s Day Assembly 9:00 

11/14 2nd grade AEW activity 

11/15 4th grade AEW activity 

11/16 5th grade AEW activity 

11/16 Fall Picture Make-ups 

11/17 1st grade Musical 9:00 

11/17 Reading Under the Stars 

11/18 KG and 3rd grade AEW 

 Activity 

11/18 Great Turkey Race 

11/18 International Night  6:30 

  

 

 

Assistance Notice 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance 

to enable you to participate meaningfully 

in any of our school programs, please 

contact Ms. Karen Shields, Assistant 

Principal, at 571-434-3240 at least five 

working days prior to the activity. 

http://www.lcps.org/algonkian
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2016-2017 Save the Date  

Panther Alliance Special Education Cluster 

Meetings  

6:00pm-8pm 
 

 

 

These are quarterly meetings that will feature a variety of  educational 

topics.  Please put the following dates and times on your calendar.     

Daycare will be provided by school staff and high school volunteers.  

Please look for additional information in your child’s folder as we get 

closer to the meeting dates.  Parents will need to return a RSVP form for 

each meeting.  If you have questions, please contact Ms. Karen Shields at  

Karen.Shields@lcps.org or 571-434-3250.   

 

Tuesday December 13th@ Algonkian (Transition to Elementary, 

Middle, and High School 

Tuesday March 16th @Countryside (Summer Resources) 

Tuesday April 20th @ Algonkian (Sensory and Social Concerns) 

mailto:Karen.Shields@lcps.org
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Professional School Counselors  

Help Students Reach Their Potential! 

A Recognized ASCA Model Program (RAMP) 

Algonkian School Counseling 

Join our School Counseling Advisory Council to find out more about our School Counseling 

Program and what it means to have an ASCA Model School Counseling Program!  Our  School 

Counseling Advisory Council is composed of school and community members and is tasked with making              

recommendations regarding student and community needs and advising the school counseling staff as it strives to 

meet these needs.   

 

Our Algonkian Advisory Council m et on Nov 3, 2016 and reapproved our  school counseling m ission 

and vision statements!  Please visit our school counseling webpage where you can look at our vision and mission 

statements, peruse counseling curriculum and scheduling information, as well as resources for parents and for     

students!  

  

Teachers VS Student  

Football Game 
If students earn 1000 tickets in November 
we will have a special Students vs Teachers 

Football Game on November 22nd! 

 

 (Positive Behavior Intervention and Support) 

Algonkian’s PBIS framework is based on The 4 R’s 

 Respect, Responsibility, Relationships, and Ready 

Check out PBIS on our webpage: http://lcps.org/domain/13641 

November café Incentive is… 

Football Toss  

http://lcps.org/domain/13641
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2016-2017 CHESS CLUB 

3rd Chess Club Meeting  

December 6th  

2:45-3:45 in the Library 

We always need parent volunteers to help with our monthly                  

after-school Chess Club meetings. Basic chess skills are helpful, but not    

necessary! 

Visit our Chess Club webpage http://www.lcps.org/page/40419, for dates and 

more information! 

Here is a direct link to our online Chess Club Permission Slip:  

Remember students need a NEW permission slip for every club date! 

http://www.lcps.org/page/40421 

 

 If you are considering helping out during the monthly chess club, please sign up 

using this handy dandy sign up genius link! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4caaaa23a46-20162017/  

Please contact Ms. Ryan if you have any questions 

Counselor Detective Game  

For Parents & Students! 
 

The 1st week of each month The Lorax will hide in a different page within our 
School Counseling Webpages.  

 The first 5 students that find it & share with Ms. Ryan will get a treasure from 
Ms. Ryan’s Treasure Box!   

Who will find The Lorax this month?! 

http://www.lcps.org/page/40419
http://www.lcps.org/page/40421
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4caaaa23a46-20162017/
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Technology  
 

Mrs. Pauline Burkett & Mrs. Erin Jackson 

 

 

Algonkian recycles ink!  Yes, we will still take your old printer ink cartridges to recycle! If 
they are small just put them in a bag and place them in Mrs. Burkett’s or Mrs. Jackson’s 
mailbox.  If they are of the larger variety – please bring them to the Computer Lab and 
place them near Mrs. Burkett’s desk. We want to help support our GREEN TEAM and   
recycle too! 

 

We are closer to our Common Sense Media School-wide Digital Citizenship Certification. 
We continue to talk about being a good digital citizen by thinking about our digital        
footprint. When we go on-line we leave “tracks” behind, always think before we post     
anything on-line.   

THINK is it-  

T –True? 

H – Helpful? 

I – Inspiring or Informative? 

N – Necessary? 

K- Kind? 

It may be years down the road but a negative presence on-line could catch up to you. 

 

Please take time to read the Family Tip sheet and Grade-level digital citizenship activities. 
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 “ If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t understand it 

well enough.” 

- Albert Einstein 

Dear Algonkian Parents, 

 

Greetings from the PE department.  We are having a lot of fun here at Algonkian Elementary and everyone is working 
so hard and diligently.  We as physical education teachers are so proud at the effort we see day to day in our classes.  
The younger students are grasping the skills they are being taught and the older students are setting good examples 
and striving to better their scores in the Fitness gram tests. Great job all of you! 

 

Grades 1-3: 

- Completed throwing and catching/Bean bag manipulation unit and activities. 

- Short Jump Rope Manipulation Unit 

- Completed hula hoop skills and manipulation. 

 

Grades 4 and 5:  

- Completed throwing, catching, and striking mobile objects.  

- Completed Fitness Gram Testing. 

- Completed additional Games for Recess Unit. 

 

Currently and in the near future: 

Grades 1-3: 

- Kicking unit. Striking objects with feet, dribbling, trapping, and ball control. 

- Working on Cup Stacking Manipulation and Dexterity. 

- Introduction to scooters. (Increasing coordination, aerobic and anaerobic strength). 

- Introduce and complete Long Jump Rope Unit. 

 

Grades 4-5: 

- Scooter introduction. (Increasing coordination, aerobic  

   and anaerobic strength)    

- Ball skills (manipulation of ball) rolling, dribbling, passing, shooting, and catching. 

- Preparation for the Algonkian Basketball league.         
 
 

Enjoy the month! 

Joe Terango and Nick Peters                                                           

Physical Education Teachers                                                                                                                   
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Algonkian ‘s Cavern of Creativity 
  

 

Hello from Ms. Michael! The students in art are making fantastic         

masterpieces inspired by many amazing cultures, artists, movements, and 

stories. Here is a synopsis of what each grade is creating in November: 

 

-Kindergarten are creating : Gobbly Wobbly Turkey and Wayne Theibaud Bumball Machine 

-First Grade are creating: Nocturnal Shadow Puppets and Starry Night Pumpkin Patch 

-Second Grade are creating: Patches of Honor and Wright Window 

-Third Grade are creating: Origami Turkey Floats and Andy Warhol Soup Can 

-Fourth Grade are creating: Metals of Honor Carvings and Art History Snowmen 

-Fifth Grade are creating: Looking Behind Portrait and Sistine Architecture 

Art Shows Information: 

This year we will be having an art show that inspired by the theme of their musicals.  

5th Grade Musical—Thursday, December 15, 2016 - @ 1:30 & 6:30 

3rd Grade Musical- Thursday, April 6, 2017 @ 1:30 & 6:30 

  

There will also be several art exhibit/ installations throughout the year here at Algonkian.  

Keep an eye out for them I will post their dates in the school newsletter. 

  
 

Donations: 
Hello parents, family, and friends!!! This year in Art we are doing a variety of Art History Projects where your  

artists will be creating masterpieces inspired by art and artist throughout history. For this we will need plethora of 

supplies. If you have any of the follow that you can donate it would be much appreciated. 

-Old CD’s   -*****Small children’s toys- like from fast food restaurants 
-Baby Wipes      - Buttons      -Soda Can Tabs      -Bubble wrap 

-Tape- masking, transparent, and double sided 
-Bobby Pins      -Paper plates         -Clean Terry Towels      -Dish Soap     

 
 

 

 

  

Follow Algonkian  

On Twitter 

@ALG_LCPS 
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Susan Smith 

Parent Liaison 
 
I would like to start this newsletter with a HUGE BOBCAT THANK YOU for your generosity 
and support for our winter clothing/coat drive.  The clothing distribution was October 29th 
at the High School.  What wasn’t distributed was then picked up by LINK to help support 
their clothing distribution later this month. 
 
If you continue to have youth sized coats to donate, please consider sending them into the 
school.   
We always have a need within our Bobcat family as well as our cluster of schools.  Again, 
thanks for your support and generosity. 
 
If you are looking for opportunities to volunteer this Holiday Season contact the Salvation 
Army.  They have a need in  m any areas and have opportunities for  individuals 
as well as groups.  You can sign up to volunteer by visiting, www.signupgenius.com, click 
“Find a sign up”, go to “Search by Email”, enter: 
SALoudounCorpsVolunteers@gmail.com or you can email Matthew Broglio at SALoudoun-
CorpsVolunteers@gmail.com.   
 
Marine Corps Toys for Tots – Algonkian will be participating in the Toys for Tots gift 
drive after Thanksgiving break.  Information will be posted on the Website later this month 
as well as a flyer coming home in the backpack. 
 
Tutor List -  LCPS has an extensive approved tutor  list.  All fees for  services are 
between the tutor and student.  The list can be found at www.LCPS.org/Page/1413. 
 
In my monthly newsletters I offer resources from both County and faith based organizations.  
LCPS and Algonkian do not support one resource over another.  My goal is to provide as 
much information and as many resources as I can.  Participation is strictly voluntary.  If you 
ever have any concerns or questions about the information I offer, please contact me 
through the office or email me at Susan.R.Smith@lcps.org. 
 

 
ALGONKIAN EQUITY COMMITTEE 

 
The Equity Committee is here to serve our Bobcat family by ensuring that our 
instruction and interaction with students, staff and families is equitable.  We monitor         
activities, programs and projects to make sure they are relevant, diverse and support and 
represent all of our students and staff here at Algonkian Elementary School.  The Committee 
welcomes parental/guardian participation and if you have an interest in attending the next 
open  meeting or have questions, concerns or comments, please contact either Theresa Ryan, 
Counselor or Susan Smith, Parent Liaison.  Open meetings will be in December and April of 
this school year. 

http://www.signupgenius.com
mailto:SALoudounCorpsVolunteers@gmail.com
mailto:SALoudounCorpsVolunteers@gmail.com
http://www.LCPS.org/Page/1413
mailto:Susan.R.Smith@lcps.org
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SEARCH 

  

For Parents of 3rd and 4th Grade Students 

 

District Referrals - Students with qualifying test scores on the CogAT and/or NNAT 
will receive a district referral via US mail in mid-February. With parent permission (via 
a signed referral form returned to school SEARCH teacher), these students will be 
evaluated for gifted services.  
 
 

Parent Referrals - Parents of students who did not receive a district referral letter, but 
who wish to have their children evaluated for gifted services, may submit a parent  
referral form to their child's SEARCH teacher from February 14 – March 3, 2017.  
  

 
 
 

Referral forms submitted after March 3, 2017  
will be processed next school year. 

  
  

 
 

For Parents of 5th Grade Students 

 

Parents of 5
th
 grade students who wish to have their children evaluated for gifted  

services in middle school, may submit a parent referral form to their child's SEARCH 
teacher from February 14 – March 3, 2017.  
  

Referral forms submitted after March 3, 2017  
will be processed next school year. 

 Parent/Guardian Referral Form 

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/49/Gifted%20Referral%20Form%202.16%20PDF.pdf
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Think About It:  Critical Thinking 

 

Critical thinking, often referred to as logical thinking, analytical thinking, higher order thinking, or critical reasoning, refers to 

the ability to “analyze a situation, synthesize information, or evaluate an argument”.  In essence, critical thinking is knowing 

how to think. 

 

As early as kindergarten, teachers utilize numerous activities and strategies to help students learn how to think critically.  
Listed below are a few techniques used in the classroom that you can try at home. 

 

Ask open-ended questions.  When you ask questions that don’t have one correct response, it encourages children to 
answer creatively without the fear of being wrong.  When reading with your children, ask them questions such as:  What do 

you think will happen next?  Why do you think the character acted that way?  Does this story/event remind you of      
something else?  In addition, parents can promote critical thinking in all areas by asking “Why?” and encouraging children 

to  provide a reasonable argument for their answer. 

 

Categorize and classify.   Classifying requires children to identify, understand, and apply rules. These skills are important 

components of critical thinking and are very much connected to the areas of mathematics and science.  You can categorize 
and sort practically everything in your home.  Ask your children to identify the similarities and differences between the 

groups created and the rule(s) they used to sort the objects. 

 

Work in groups.  Working in groups allows children to experience how their peers think and discover there is often more 

than one way to solve a problem.  Encourage your children to be respectful when agreeing or disagreeing with others and 
to provide explanations for their opinions. 

 

Make decisions.  It is important to allow your children to work through the decision-making process.  Assist your children 

with thinking about the pros and cons of a decision.  Don’t always shield them from making a wrong choice. Instead,     
discuss the choice that was made and help your children to evaluate their decision. 

 

Find patterns.  Understanding patterns and making connections promote critical thinking by helping your children to   
identify relationships between pieces of information.  Patterns can be found everywhere – in nature, at home, even at your 

favorite restaurant.  Help your children make connections by asking them to relate real-life events to those they experience 
in books and movies. 

 

Critical thinking skills enable children to make the connection between what is learned in the classroom and how it applies 
to the real world.  Critical thinking is the foundation for independent thinking, problem solving, and intelligent                

decision-making.  Developing these skills is vital to the success of children as they grow into adults. 

 

 

An excerpt from: 

Campbell, Geraldine. (2007). Think About It:  Critical Thinking.  
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LCPS Café Updates 
 
School meals consist of the main entrée items and sides that make up the school 
menu. This is what the federal government reimburses the district for and therefore 
is subject to federal nutrition guidelines. Other items you’ll see for sale like snacks 
and beverages besides milk are called a la carte items. All snacks that are served 
also must meet or exceed prescriptive regulations concerning nutrition content.   
Meals and snacks served fund the school nutrition program that is self-funded, 
meaning they receive no School Board funds to operate.  To keep parents informed 
about what is being sold in elementary schools, parents are encouraged to visit 
www.lcpshealthycafe.org. Click on menu and ingredient lists for current nutrition in-
formation.  Parents have the ability to limit the snacks their children might purchase. 
 
 
 

In mid- October there were food allergy reactions  by a few students across the 
county (not at Algonkian) after eating the supreme taco salad, the supreme taco 
(Secondary) or the Supreme Taco Roll (Elementary).  Research indicates that up to 
5% of those with peanut allergies may also be allergic to legumes. The Supreme 
items are vegetarian, made with pea protein.  

All the other ingredients in these recipes were investigated with the manufacturers, 
and we believe them to be free of peanut or tree nut contamination at this time.  If 
you have any questions, please contact School Nutrition Services at 571-252-1010. 

 

 

http://www.lcpshealthyschoolcafe.org
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School Improvement 

Plan 

 

School Improvement 
Plan (SIP) has been    
developed for  
Algonkian Elementary 
by staff and our          
leadership team.         
Annually, we review and 
revise our plan based on 
the data we receive. Our 
School Improvement 
Plan is available on our 
school website: http://
www.lcps.org/
Page/40302 and in our 
school office.  
 
 

Veterans Day Assembly :   showcasing kindergarten, 2nd grade, 
    and 4th grade on November 11, 2016 at 
    9:00am 

 

1st Grade Performance: The First Thanksgiving 

    November 17th at 9 AM 

 

5th Grade Musical “Gettin’ Outta Town” featuring two folktales: 
   “Look Behind as Well as Before” &  
   “Bremen Town Musicians” 
   Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016 @ 1:30pm & 6:30pm  

5th Grade 

Fifth graders are continuing to prepare for the musicals.  Mrs. Booker’s 

and Mrs. Mills’ classes will present “Look Behind as Well as Before”, a 

folktale from the Congo, and Mrs. Biegel’s and Mrs. Wippich’s classes 

will present “Bremen Town Musicians”, a German folktale.  The musical 

will take place on Thursday, December 15, 2016.  T-shirts will be sent 

home in the near future.  Also, this month I will be auditioning students 

for the 5th Grade All County Chorus festival.   

4th Grade 

Fourth grade students are ready to honor our Veterans at the assembly 

on November 11.  Remember to wear red, white, and/or blue on           

November 11!!  For the rest of this month we will be reviewing reading 

notes on the treble clef in preparation for playing recorder.  Please look 

out for information about purchasing recorders that will be sent home 

fairly soon. 

3rd Grade 

Third grade students are just beginning to learn about reading note on 

the treble clef.  Next year they will be playing recorders, so they need to 

learn to read the music in preparation.  We will be focusing on note   

reading for most of the month, but will also be doing a few Thanksgiving   

related activities.  

2nd Grade 

Second grade students are ready to honor our Veterans at the assembly 

on November 11.  Remember to wear red, white, and/or blue on           

November 11!!  After the assembly, second grade students will be      

working on some Thanksgiving activities. 

1st Grade 

First graders are just about ready for our musical, “The First           

Thanksgiving”.  The musical will take place on Thursday, November 17 at 

9:00.  After the musical we will be working on some fun Thanksgiving 

activities! 
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Message from the Health Clinic 

Ms. Franzen 

 

School-Sponsored After-School Activities and Sports 

If your child has diabetes, an epinephrine auto-injector, an inhaler, or  
other emergency medication at school, please notify the teacher/sponsor 
that your child has the health concern.   
 
Also notify the health clinic specialist/nurse 2 weeks prior to the 
event. The clinic is closed after dismissal and the HCS/RN is not in 
the building.  Arrangements need to be made to have medication availa-
ble and to train staff.   
 
It is strongly suggested that middle and high school students carry their 
own inhaler and/or epinephrine auto-injector for quick access to medica-
tion.  For students to carry an inhaler, the physician must complete and 
sign the “Asthma Action Plan” giving his/her permission for the student to 
carry the inhaler, and the parent and student must sign page 3, the 
“Parent/Student Agreement for Permission to Carry an Inhaler”.  
 
For students with an epinephrine auto-injector, the physician will need to 
sign the bottom of the “Allergy Action Plan” and the parent and student 
will need to sign page 2 under “Agreement for Permission to Self-
Administer and/or Carry Epinephrine.”   
 
For students with diabetes to carry any of their medical supplies, the dia-
betes form, Part 4: “Permission to Self-Carry and Self-Administer Diabe-
tes Care,” will need to be signed by the physician, parent, and student. 
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 LCPS APP 

Download Now 
The official Loudoun County Public Schools app gives you a personalized window into what is   

happening at the district and schools. Get the news and information that you care about and get     

involved. 


